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Orchestra Notes
Letter from the Orchestra President
To our Walton Orchestra Family, 
 
While I thought the Spring 2012 Newsletter might be our last in print, our friends at 
Specialized Printing did such a great job; we have decided to continue with the Newsletters. 
There is just so much news and so many exciting things happening in the Walton Orchestra 
Program these days, we just have to talk about it!

Since last Spring’s newsletter we have had yet another wonderfully successful Dessert 
Concert, a very well done Orchestra Banquet, a super fun Orchestra Camp, enrolled over 250 
students in the program, held our Annual Rock-a thon Fundraiser and experienced some 
fantastic concerts.  We have more details on some of these events later in the Newsletter. 
Our Symphony Orchestra is diligently practicing for their trip to The 67th Annual Midwest 
Clinic this December. Please come to the preview concert on December 12, 2012 at the 
Kennesaw State University Bailey Performance Center. The acoustics in this hall will make 
our symphony sound even better than they did in October, if that is possible. 

As I have previously mentioned, one of my goals has been to educate our orchestra families, 
all of Walton High School and even the East Cobb Community as a whole on the talent that 
exists in our orchestra program. Twice in October, our orchestras played to a completely 
full theater, and one night there were over 50 people even standing! I am con!dent that 
as more people come to hear these incredible performances, the full house and standing 
room only situations will become the norm. Walton Orchestra students are represented in 
every section of the Atlanta Youth Symphony Orchestra, and also have one of the highest 
number of students passing the !rst round of All State Auditions. All of our students are 
not only incredibly talented musicians, but they are huge contributors to Walton sports 
teams, academic clubs and many Walton outreach groups. It is one phenomenal group of 
kids for sure. 

While our students are indeed incredible, we are also so very fortunate to have Dr. Holbrook 
and Mrs. Grimes not only teaching our students, but serving as wonderful role models. 
Their normal 12+ hour work day is usually a thankless one, so please extend your personal 
thanks to them when you see them at the next concert. As you know, they do this for their 
love of music and love for our students, certainly, not for the paycheck. 

And !nally, thank you to all the generous, smart, energetic orchestra parents. You give 
your time, money, ideas and very good sense of humor to help keep this program one of 
the best in the country. I so enjoy working with you all and your students. Thank you for 
all do!

Patti Morgan
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Keys to Successful Practicing
Our students have all had a great !rst concert. Upon re"ecting on the concert and watching the video of the performance in class, 
many students have recognized that this was a valuable learning experience about how/how not to practice.  Some of our students 
have come to us and asked how to practice more e#ectively. In orchestra, practicing the night before a playing check or concert 
is the same as cramming before a test. You may know the music for a few hours, but in the long term, skills are not developed or 
retained. 

Successful academic students set aside a regularly scheduled time for homework each day. Orchestra practice homework should be 
done just as any other homework. Orchestra is credit-bearing academic subject whose grade counts towards your student’s GPA just 
like any other academic subject. Do not leave practicing to chance, or wait until you have some “free time.” 

 Tune and warm-up with a scale or shifting exercise just like we do in class. Get your mind ready to practice, 
 and be sure your strings are in tune. 
 Practice isolated sections. Don’t simply “play through the piece.” Work on the rhythm, !ngering, 

 bowing, etc. Be sure to check notes with open strings to insure intonation accuracy
 You shouldn’t be distracted by Facebook, television, friends, or that pesky sibling while you 

 are practicing. 30 minutes of dedicated practice is better than 2 hours of distracted practicing. 
 A practice buddy can be motivating to some students. WEB is a great time for students to play 

 together and help each other. 
 If you need help practicing, see Mrs. Grimes or Dr. Holbrook, we would be happy to give 

 you additional strategies. WEB is a great time to get extra help. 
 A private instructor can be very bene!cial in helping student progress, because they 

 have devoted time to helping student’s with their individual goals and needs. Talk to 
 other students to see who they have had success studying with outside of school. 

If you have questions about your student’s progress or how they can improve, please feel 
free to contact us, we would be happy to help guide your student. 

Perry Holbrook & Sara Grimes
Orchestra Directors

Rock-A-Thon 2012  By: Maria Granros, Sophmore Violin

“There was an idea to bring together a group of remarkable 
people, so when we needed them, they could !ght the battles 
that we never could...”  When Nick Fury made this statement in the 
Avengers movie, he was talking about none other than Walton’s 
Band, Orchestra and Color Guard. On September 28th, the students 
came dressed to !ght crime as Superheroes and the Avengers. From 
11 o ‘clock to 6 o’clock in the morning, students tackled impossible 
feats like a blowup obstacle course, a jumpy slide, a costume contest 
and a baking contest. Throughout the night, the heroes dueled in 
the Dance Central game for Xbox. The boys were able to show o" 
their superhero bodies in the sexy leg competition. Thanks to our 
sponsors like Moe’s and Panda Express, there was plenty of food to 
feed the hungry crime !ghters. The Avengers were able to regain 
their energy thanks to the slushy machine, chocolate 
fondue fountains and cotton candy machine.The night 
came to a close but not before the students watched 
The Avengers Movie that had been released earlier 
that day. Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and 
the student’s parents, the night was a big success. It 
could not have happened without the ultimate party 
planner, Michele Brodsky. 

Thank you for photos from Mike McLoughlin



Fan Mail
Last month my wife and I 
journeyed to Marietta, Georgia 
to visit family.  While there 
we were invited to attend a 
concert of the Walton High 
School Symphony Orchestra.  
We were anxious to go since 
we had heard so many comp-
limentary reviews of their past performances.  Even with our high 
expectations we were amazed at the outstanding performance of 
these young musicians.  Having attended many performances of the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, I could hardly tell the difference in 
the quality of their performances.  Tychaikovsky’s Marche Slave was 
uplifting and inspirational and the melodic Danzon had us dancing in 
our seats.  Also, Beethoven exhibited the superior talent of these high 
school students.

We are looking forward to the orchestra’s visit to Chicago in December, 
and have told many of our friends of the Walton High School Symphony 
Orchestra’s abilities, and they are also planning on attending the 
concerts.  Someday we will be anxiously waiting to hear some of these 
talented artists performing in the Great Music Halls in the World!

Sincerely,
Robert Collins

P.S.  I would have said that the concert was well worth the price of 
admission, but we didn’t pay a dime.  However, if we had paid the usual 
price of admission to the Chicago Symphony, it still would have been 
a bargain.

Atlanta Symphony Musicians 
at Walton High School

By: Ayoung Song, Sophomore Violin, Symphony Orchestra

ASO Performance: Summer 2012

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra (ASO) Members came to 
Walton High School to participate and help the students 
with sectionals on Monday, September 24, 2012. Each 
section leader collaborated with their corresponding ASO 
mentors that guide them throughout the sectionals. ASO 
mentors that come to o#er help provide the students 
the ability to learn great amounts of new techniques 
and easier ways to approach a certain piece. Many high 
school students participate in orchestra without a private 
teacher; these great ASO musicians that take their time 
to visit the students help teach the teacher-less students 
learn new techniques. ASO musicians are amazing. Much 
of the orchestra at Walton wouldn’t have improved as 
much as they have without their leadership and guidance 
through each piece.

Thank you to Jay Christy, So Chun So, Yang Yoon Kim, and 
Michael Kurth for working with our musicians! 

Musicians and More . . . 
Among many other things, one thing that amazes me about many of our Orchestra students is that in addition to being outstanding musicians, they typically have many MORE talents. 
Here are just a few:

KRISTY FAN: Class of 2013
Violin, Walton Symphony Orchestra

Kristy Fan is an active member of the Walton Orchestra 
Program. She is an o"cer and attended camp every 
summer, where she had been in a leadership role. Born 
in Chengdu China, Kristy has been playing the violin 
since 6th grade. She also plays the piano and ukulele. 
Kristy said she loves Orchestra so much because it is 
amazing to hear all these di!erent instruments play 

together to form complex, magni#cent masterpieces!

Like Campbell, Kristy is holding out on the #nal college decision, but says her top 
3 college choices would be University of Chicago, M.I. T., or Dartmouth. In College, 
Kristy hopes to study applied mathematics, economics or psychology. In addition to 
orchestra, Kristy also participates in NHS, Beta Club, Math Team and Science Club. At 
least once/month, Kristy’s quartet plays at Sunrise Assisted Living.  The Eighth grade 
orchestra trip to Disney world was one of the best trips Kristy has even taken and she 
is currently planning her trip in January to Spain! Having never been to the Southern 
Hemisphere, Kristy hopes to study in South America at some point during college.  
Thank you for your dedication to Orchestra Kristy, and best of luck to you in college!

CAMPBELL JAMES: Class of 2013 
Viola, Walton Symphony Orchestra

When you #rst meet Campbell you would think 
you were talking to an Olympic beach volleyball 
player. His sun/chlorine bleached hair and out door 
appearance is deceitful. However, Campbell not 
only plays Viola in the Walton Symphony, he is also 
an All State swimmer, an active member of the NHS, 
French Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, Beta 

Club and SGA. This Fall Campbell was heavily involved in registering voters through 
out Georgia and North Carolina. Final decisions have not been made, but Campbell 
has his eyes on Georgetown, Tufts and George Washington University, hoping to 
continue his swimming career in college. It’s amazing to hear Campbell say that 
while he works so hard and has hardly any free time, he has no regrets at all about 
his time at Walton. His fondest memories include playing at the ASTA convention 
last year and also winning the County Swim Dive championship as a freshman. 
Campbell has traveled the world with his family and would like his next trip to be 
somewhere in Scandinavia, like Sweden or Denmark. Congratulations to Campbell 
James on an outstanding High School Career. Thank you for all you have done for 
Walton Campbell, and best of luck to you in the future!



Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
Olivia Holladay
Eri Kudo
Catherine Niu
Ruolin Yang
Haerin Im
Bailey Holbrook
Logan Lysaght

Cobb County Honor Orchestra
Katherine Ng
Julie Kim
Eddy Chiao
Luke Ronchetti
Eujin Jang
Connie Li
Ayoung Song
Dong Yoon Jang
Tina Yang
Aditya Krishnaswamy
Kathryn Metcalf
Ian Conolly
Amber May
Vineeet Raman
Polina Bakhtina
Anna Gri"th
Alex Woods
Abhita Moorthy

Important Walton Orchestra Dates
Nov 7-9 Lydian Spring Auditions
Nov 10 Cobb Honor Orchestra Concert at Kennesaw Mountain High School
Nov 12 Panda Express Night
Nov 15 Chamber Music Society Concert, 7 p.m. (concert credits)
Nov 28 California Pizza Kitchen Night
Nov 29 Winter Concerts for Dorian, Mixolydian, Locrian and Lydian 
 Orchestras, 6:30 p.m.
Dec 12 Symphony Midwest Preview Concert at Kennesaw State University 
 Bailey Performance Center, 7:30pm
Dec 18-21 Midwest Clinic, Chicago, Illinios

Please remember to visit the 
orchestra website:

www.waltonorchestra.org

Emory Youth Symphony Orchestra
Katherine Ng
Austin Wang

Georgia Youth Symphony Orchestra
Julie Kim
Mary Vavra
Ashton Lightfoot
Nicole Valerioti
Abhita Moorthy

Buckhead Youth Orchestra
Kathryn Metcalf
Manon Semrau

Rialto Jazz Youth Orchestra
Will Fulkerson

Passed !rst round All State Auditions
Polina Bakhtina
Mallika Balakrishnan
Honey Chawla
Eddy Chiao
Ian Connolly
Kristy Fan
Cusuh Ham
Jonathan He
Bailey Holbrook
Olivia Holladay
Je!rey Hsia
Haerin Im
Sean Im
Eujin Jang
Derek Kang
Julie Kim
Eri Kudo
Connie Li
Logan Lysaght
Megan Mathis

Amber May
Kathryn Metcalf
Abhita Morrthy
Robert Morgan
Katherine Ng
Catherine Niu
Grace Oberst
Hana Oberst
Keren Park
Vineet Raman
Ayoung Song
Sujay Sreenivasan
Mary Vavra
Tori Walker
Austin Wang
Yuke Yang
Alice Zhang
Raymond Zhang

BRAVO to these Fantastic Orchestra Students

Don’t Forget
Fruit Sale Delivery & Distribution

November 30 and December 1


